[Successful administration of nifekalant hydrochloride for postoperative junctional ectopic tachycardia in congenital cardiac surgery].
Two episode of junctional ectopic tachycardia (JET) caused hemodynamic deterioration early after tetralogy of Fallot repair in an 8-month-old infant. Sinus rhythm resumed in each of the episodes immediately after intravenous administration of nifekalant hydrochloride (NIF), a newly developed Vaughan-Williams class III antiarrhythmic drug in Japan. Although QT interval was modestly prolonged with NIF, no life-threatening ventricular arrhythmia (i.e., torsades de pointes) occurred. NIF might be an effective alternative in the treatment of postoperative JET in congenital cardiac surgery.